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Counselors
We have two full time school counselors at Williams. Both serve middle school and for
this coming school year, Karli will serve our 9th and 11th graders while Sedrick serves
our 10th and 12th graders. Visit our school counseling website for more information.

School Counselor | Karli Fowler
karlie.fowler@cms.k12.nc.us

School Counselor | Sedrick Singletary
sedricka.singletary@cms.k12.nc.us

Williams Montessori Dress Code

Our school dress code was developed by our staff as well as our School Improvement
Team which includes parent representatives.

Williams Secondary Montessori hopes to achieve three goals regarding school
attire:

1. Promote a respectful learning environment.
2. Promote a safe learning environment where dress does not interfere with

the successful and safe completion of learning activities.
3. Promote an equitable and inclusive learning environment in which the

dress code does not negatively impact any group based on race, sex,
gender, identity, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, socio-economic
status, and/or body type/size.

This responsibility rests primarily with the student and his/her/their parents or guardians. We
ask that students and parents work together to ensure that the goals outlined above are being
met with the student’s school dress attire.

A student’s personal dress and appearance must comply with any and all applicable state and
federal safety regulations, including school-sponsored activities.

School Attire
Expectations:

● Students must wear clothing including both a shirt with pants, shorts, skirt or the
equivalent, and shoes.

● Clothing must have fabric in the front, back, and sides with no space between the top
and the bottom (the top and bottom must meet).

● Clothing must cover undergarments and private parts.
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● Fabric covering all private parts must not be see through.
● Clothing must be suitable for all scheduled classroom activities including physical

education, science labs, and other activities where unique hazards and situations exist.
● Hats and other headwear may be worn in the building.
● Clothing may not depict, advertise, or advocate the use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana

or other controlled substances.
● Clothing may not depict pornography, nudity or sexual acts.
● Clothing may not use or depict hate speech targeting groups based on race, ethnicity,

gender, sexual orientation, identity, religion, socio-economic status, or body type/size.

As students move through the third plane of development, it is understood that as
students grow and mature, they must also grow in independence and responsibility. �

it
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Locks
Students should provide their own locks for lockers. Students will need to remove the
lock at the end of the school year. If locks are not removed, a $2 fee will be assigned
for the removal of the lock.

Locker Assignments
Lockers will be assigned by homeroom teachers after Student Locker Assignment Form
and Williams Secondary Montessori Locker Guidelines/Procedures Form have been
submitted.

Inspection of Locker Contents
School lockers are subject to opening and inspection by school officials at any time,
including sniff inspections done by specially trained dogs, as permitted by CMS Board
Policy JIHD.

Access to Lockers

Students may have access to their lockers before/after school and at specific times
during the day.

Medication
We CANNOT administer medication of any kind without an official form signed by the
parent, and completed by the doctor. This includes over the counter medications.
Medication should not be transported on the bus, and must be checked in at the office.
Our office staff will be happy to work with you regarding your medical needs and/or
medication for your student.

Students are not allowed to self carry medications without the proper authorization in
place. This includes over the counter medications. Self carrying unauthorized
medication is a violation of the CMS Code of Conduct.

Online School Payments

We use Online School payments to collect student fees, field studies payments, etc.
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Safety Procedures
At Williams Montessori, we take student safety very seriously. We follow all CMS
requirements and are audited multiple times a year on our safety responses. All
students and campus visits are required to pass through our Evolve Scanner System.

Service Learning
Maria Montessori had a vision in which people would learn to consider themselves part
of a larger community-a world community. “In order to unite all men as brothers, we
would have to tear down all the barriers, so that human beings the world over would be
like children playing in one vast garden.” (Montessori).

Montessori charged educators with educating our youth for peace. Educating for peace
is not an easy task. The Ehrough
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PowerSchool is used to track and communicate grade progress and is updated at least
biweekly by teachers. High school credit courses taken in middle school (ex. Math 1,
Spanish 1) show up on the high school transcript but are not calculated in the high
school GPA.

Community Service
Service work gives students lifelong lessons in empathy, hard work, and cultural
awareness. It teaches students to have a positive impact on their community, and
eventually the world by identifying problems and then working to solve them.

As part of our magnet requirements, all middle school students are required to
complete 36 hours per year, with 9 hours being completed each quarter so that the
experience is consistent. Community service is done outside of school.

Fall Camp and Field Studies
An important aspect of the middle school curriculum involves the practical application of
academic knowledge and skills. Opportunities to learn it and live it include participation
in activities outside of the classroom to support the Montessori philosophy that
adolescents must participate in engaging with an authentic audience and can best
assess their skill development through real life experiences.
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Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

AP courses are college-level courses offered in high school. These courses reflect
what’s taught in introductory college courses. Students take AP Exams at the end of the
course, measuring their mastery of college-level work. Students can typically earn
college credit and/or



As part of our magnet requirements, all high school students are required to
complete 50 hours per year, with 12.5 hours being completed each quarter so that
the experience is consistent. Community service is done outside of school.

Driver’s Education
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) Driver Education partners with Jordan Driving
School, Inc.

To be eligible for CMS Driver Education, you must:

● Be at least fourteen and a half years of age.
● Be actively enrolled in a public, private, charter, or licensed home school within

Mecklenburg County.
● Pay a $65.00 fee as required by the NC General Assembly.
● Agree to abide by the Code of Student Conduct.

JT Williams hosts driver’s ed sessions before school but it is not part of the school day
or school curriculum. Our driver’s education coordinator is
toniad.mackey@cms.k12.nc.us.

Grading and GPA
A student’s Grade Point Average (GPA) is based on the final grade from each class
completed. The cumulative high school GPA begins in 9th grade. Student GPAs are
updated after the end of each year. High school credit courses taken in middle school
do not count in the GPA.

GPA is computed as follows on a 4.0 scale:

● Standard Courses: A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1 and F=0
● Honors Courses (all core courses): A=4.5, B=3.5, C=2.5, D=1.5 and F=0
● AP and CPCC Dual Enrollment Courses: A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2 and F=0
● Additional quality points are
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High School Attendance Policy
Absence Rule: High school students absent from eleven class periods will receive a
grade of F for that particular course. This rule applies to all absences, whether excused
or unexcused, in accordance with CMS Regulation S-ATT/R.

Attendance Recovery Program: Students who exceed 10 absences in a course must
participate in attendance recovery after school. This program is run by the school
counselors and parents must provide transportation.

High School Magnet Requirements:

In addition to the CMS graduation requirements, students at Williams must take two
Montessori elective classes during their high school years. They must also
participate in fall and spring intersession each year. Each Williams Montessori high
school student is required to participate in eight two-week intensive field study courses
during their high school years called Intersessions. Each Intersession “course”
includes vigorous academic requirements paired with hands-on learning experiences,
often including overnight travel as well as service work. Students receive 0.5 credits for
successful completion of each Intersession and they receive a grade for the
coursework. Fall intersessions are by grade level and based on adolescent
development. Spring Intersessions are multi-age and are student chosen. Some involve
overnight travel and some are local.

Fall intersessions:
● 9th: Rite of Passage: Students participate in activities relating to the rite of

passage from adolescence to adulthood (involves camping).
● 10th: Servant Leadership: Students participate in service work in the Charlotte

community, and learn how to move from ‘me’ to ‘we’.
● 11th: Finding Your Way: Students participate in a variety of college prep activities

as well as tour several college campuses.
● 12th: The Heroic Journey: Seniors participate in job shadowing as related to a

career of their interest.

Spring Intersessions:

Spring Intersessions are multi-age and are student chosen.
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their assigned parking space. Please reach out to donnag.rice@cms.k12.nc.us with any

parking-related questions.

Testing-ACT, AP, EOC, SAT

Pre-ACT-10th/11th in the fall

ACT-11th in March

AP Exams-in May and


